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States has recognized .and adopted that change ? Now
I am prepared to shew that every one of these hypotheses
is true; and with the establishment of their truth this
portion of the American case collapses absolutely and
completely.

We have already seen that in the course of the ten
years which followed the signing of the Clayton-Bulwer
Treaty, grave difficulties arose between the signatory
powers with regard to the construction of its first clause ;
and we have traced their history up to the time of their
final settlement in 1860. These difficulties were con-
nected with the question of the British sovereignty over
the Bay Islands, and the British Protectorate of the
Mosquito Indians. The question of Belise, which Mr
Frelinghuysen brings forward as an instance of British
violation of the treaty, was from the beginning regarded
as outside its operation. A few days before it was rati-
fied, Sir Hemy Bulwer handed to Mr Clayton a declara-
tion, to the effect that Her Majesty's Government did
not understand the engagements of the convention to
apply to the settlement at Honduras, or to its depen-
dencies ; and on the day that the ratifications were ex-
changed Mr Clayton in replying used the words,."To
this settlement and these islands (the dependencies
alluded to) the treaty we negotiated was not intended
by either of us to apply." In the face of these facts all
Mr Frelinghuysen can find to say is, that the British
declaration was not made to, or accepted by, the Presi-
dent and Senate of the United States. That is perfectly
true, and if at the time they had thrown their negotiator
overboard, and declared that they did consider Belise as
subject to the provisions of the treaty, no one in England
would have had any reason to accuse them of bad faith,